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Christ." Instead of love, which was the basis of "conciliarity," 2 the
West revealed the pride of individual intellect. Thereby Catholi-
cism created Protestantism, which in turn led the way to modern
anarchy in religious thought, while the Eastern church embodied
the principle of "conciliarity" in love. The "conciliar body" of the
church, its living organism, alone preserved the roots of religious
life and possessed the integral truth, unrestricted by Western ra-
tionalism and abstract philosophy. There was neither truth nor
salvation outside the church, but only ignorance and sin, whereas
in the church reigned the Holy Ghost, inaccessible to reason alone,
but revealed to "human spirit in its entirety." The sacraments and
the Bible were an outer, visible cover; in its essence "every text
which the church, guided by the Holy Ghost, accepted as its own
was a Holy Scripture," and the debates held by the Protestants on
"the Apostles' authorship of the Gospel and the Epistles did not
alter the church's attitude towards them. If today the Epistles of
Apostle Paul were repudiated, then tomorrow the church could
say, "they are mine," and the Epistles would preserve their au-
thority. Even the Ecumenical Council was not above the "conciliar
conscience" of the church; the "church people" could repudiate its
authority. Apparently this "conciliar conscience" of the church
could not be expressed in any legal formula. The "human spirit in
its entirety" was a mystical conception. Since its nature was univer-
sal, it had to be propagated throughout the world, and therein lay
Russia's mission. The national religion thereby reassumed its cos-
mopolitan character.
Constantine Leontiev (1831-91), the staunch guardian of ancient
Byzantine principles, strongly opposed Khomiakov's Orthodoxy,
for he recognized in it a Protestant tone, which to him was in-
compatible with strict submission to church tradition. He repudi-
ated likewise the ethically humanitarian side of Dostoevsky's and
Tolstoy's "pink Christianity." Not love, but fear of God was the
foundation of religion to Leontiev, who himself lived in dread of
eternal danination. To escape this dread he become a monk, and
* This is an attempt to translate the Russian term sobarnost, derived from
fo&or, which means *'council*'* In Khomiakov's opinion, the "conciliar" spirit
distinguished die Orthodox church both from Roman Catholicism with its authori-
tarian organization and from Protestantism with its extremes of individualism*